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The user This manual is designed for the use of geo-scientists with an interest and need in

developing palaeobiological materials as a potential source of data. To meet this objective practical

procedures have been formatted for use by both professional and semiÂ professional students

with an initial understanding of palaeo biological research aims as a primary source of scientific

data. I have attempted to provide an explanation and understanding of practical procedures which

may be required by students undertaking palaeobiological projects as part of a degree course. The

layout of this manual should be particularly beneficial in the instruction and training of

geotechnologists and museum preparators. Graduate students and scientists requiring an outline of

a preparation procedure will also be able to use the manual as a reference from which to assess the

suitability of a procedure. This manual is also intended for use by the "committed amateur". Many of

the techniques described in this manual have been devised by non-palaeontologists, and developed

from methods used in archaeology, zoology and botany, as well as other areas of geology. A

considerable number of the methods can be undertaken by the amateur, and in the case of many of

the field procedures, should be used. This will ensure that specimens and samples can be

conserved in such a manner as to facilitate any later research, and not invalidate the results of

subsequent geochemical analytical techniques which might be employed.
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`This book is very well organized and information is easy to find. [...]many of the techniques will be

of use to Holocene workers[...] but all geological departments that undertake research should have



a copy for reference. This book will be an invaluable guide to geologists from undergraduate level

upwards.[..]But always one must return to the sheer magnitude of the data contained within the 538

pages of this excellent book. It is not just a field techniques and paleobiology laboratory manual, but

instead represents a most impressive gathering together of almost everything a successful practical

paleobiologist needs to be effective. [...]This manual has managed to fill a gap in the market, which

has existed for several years. In the last few decades developments in paleobiological field and

laboratory techniques have generally been published as booklets or papers. Green has successfully

brought these together here, to produce what will be valued by many as a standard reference on the

subject. ' Caroline Buttler, National Museums and Galleries of Wales in Holocene
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